
William and Mary (Foulon) Adancourt
of France, Newport RI

& Lansingburgh NY

Miniature portraits of William and Mary Adancourt, oil on ivory in a gold two-
faced locket, at the Rensselaer County Historical Society in Troy NY. Photos, 
though presented here as scans of a photocopy of another document, are 
from Frances D. Broderick, Town Historian of Lansingburgh NY.

William Adancourt was born in France about 1733 and died at Lansingburgh, Rensselaer NY on 22 Feb 1815. He 

and wife Mary are buried at the Lansingburgh Village Cemetery, though their markers are no longer visible (either under 
the ground or removed in a cleanup of the cemetery many years ago (according to Lansingburgh Town Historian Frances 
D. Broderick)). He attended the College Louis-le-Grand in Paris according to an obituary of his son Francis, which stated 
William was a “school fellow” of Voltaire (though they wouldn’t have attended this school at the same time as Voltaire was 
40 years William’s senior). Nothing further is known of William’s ancestry. 

The wife of William was named Mary and her maiden name appears to be given as “Foulon” or “Foulow” in 
William’s hand-written will – the last two letters are difficult to make out exactly. Of those two spellings “Foulow” appears 
to be extremely rare – the times I’ve seen it are in some U.S. census records indexes, and even those indexes give “Foulon” 
as a possible alternate spelling of the record. The surname “Foulon”, while maybe not very common, is a French surname – 
also in Belgium. History of the Fowlers by Christine Fowler (1950) gives her maiden name as “Fowler” – “Maria Fowler”, 
daughter of Isaac and Mary (___) Fowler of Westchester Co NY and granddaughter of Joseph and Hannah (___) Fowler. 
Maria was born date unknown and “prob” at Yorktown, Westchester NY, “m. William Adancourt”. Isaac and Mary (___) 
Fowler did have a daughter named Maria apparently, William and Mary Adancourt did know Isaac and Mary Fowler as 
they had some land dealings with them in Rensselaer Co NY in the early 1800s. If the author of the Fowler genealogy saw 
William Adancourt’s will and read Mary’s name in it as “Fouler” or “Fowler” it’s possible the author made that connection 
from that – though I don’t know that. If there was another reason or source to make that connection I wish I knew it. 
Lansingburgh Town Historian Frances D. Broderick thought is “possible” that Mary was a Fowler, but if she was “the book 
has her in the wrong generation”. I have to reluctantly agree with that – reluctantly because the Fowler genealogy takes 
Maria Fowler’s ancestry back to the 1200s, and while it’s fun to find stuff like that it’s more important to get things correct. 
Unfortunately I can find no evidence of Mary as daughter of Joseph and Hannah (___) Fowler or any other Fowler at the 
time. Mary Foulon, wife of William Adancourt, was born about 1840 and probably in France.

In 1780 William was an officer in the French army and arrived in Newport RI with the French troops under 
General Rochambeau during the American Revolution. William was Rochambeau’s commissary and was barracks-master 
of the French troops headquartered in Newport. As an officer William was able to bring his wife and children to America 
– though unclear whether they came in 1780 with William or in 1784. Whether 1780 or 1784 the ship they arrived on 
was also transporting General Lafayette, with whom the family became familiar (on a return visit to America in 1825 
Lafayette visited the widow Mary Adancourt and gave her two small engravings of himself and his wife (these gifts are in 
the collection of the Rensselaer County Historical Society in Troy NY)). 
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Following the Revolution William and family stayed in the U.S.. The family appears to have resided for a time at 
Freetown, Bristol MA – in 1788 at least, where daughter Anne Louisa married Charles Aubrey, and son Francis became an 
apprentice to Worchester MA printer Isaiah Thomas and was a compositor on the first American edition of the Bible 
–and then back Newport RI before 1790 (Freetown MA is 30 miles north-east of Newport RI). In Newport William gave 
French lessons at his home and at Roger’s Academy, ran a coffee house and was doorkeeper at the Newport Theatre. He 
was naturalized on 29 Jan 1795 at Newport (Superior Court at Newport RI (Vol. F, page 385, pt.4)). 

Sometime in early 1795 the family moved to Lansingburgh, Rensselaer NY, where he was a merchant (grocery), ran 
an inn and purchased and sold land – some of these ventures with his son-in-law Immanuel Joseph DeSouza. The grocery 
store was burgled in 1805 and newspapers from upstate NY to Portland ME ran articles on how William AND Mary, 
then in their 60s, confronted and fought with one of the burglars until neighbors, hearing the fight, came to their aid (the 
burglars were arrested and one was sentenced to life at hard labor).

William made his will on 22 Jul 1811 and died on 22 Feb 1815 in Lansingburgh. His will named his wife Mary as 
“sole executrix” and named his two children: son Francis and daughter Mary Genovesa. Though unnamed in the will, and 
possibly unknown to Lansingburgh historians/researchers because she may have never come to Lansingburgh and/or died 
before her father, William and Mary had a third child - a daughter Anne Louisa.

The three known children of William and Mary Adancourt, all born in France, were:

1. Anne Louisa Adancourt b. abt ???. She married on 12 or 13 Oct 1788 at Freetown, Bristol MA to Peter Charles 
Aubrey of Newport RI - intentions posted in Freetown on 22 Sep 1788. Peter was a merchant in Newport. No 
further information about Anne or Peter or if they had children.

2. Francis Adancourt b. abt. 1774; d. 1 Jan 1859 Troy, Rensselaer NY; bur. Old Mt. Ida Cemetery in Troy. He married 
on 1 Aug 1810 in NY to Lucinda Wilbur, daughter of S. & M. Wilbur. She was b. abt. 1783 at Taunton, Bristol 
MA; d. 13 Jan 1856 prob. at Troy; bur. Old Mt. Ida Cemetery in Troy. They had four children.

3. Mary/Maria Geneovesa Adancourt b. abt. 1776; d. 3 Apr 1863 Troy/Batestown, Rensselaer NY; bur. Lansingburgh 
Village Cemetery. She married on 27 Aug 1795 at Lansingburgh to Immanuel Joseph deSouza. Immanuel was b. 
abt. 1767 in Portugal; d. 5 Jul 1806 at Lansingburgh; bur. Lansingburgh Village Cemetery. They had four children.

As mentioned above, Mary came to America with her children on a ship which was also transporting General 
Lafayette - though unknown or unclear whether this was 1780 or 1784. In 1825 Lafayette returned to the States for a 
farewell tour of sorts and on 1 Jul 1825 visited Lansingburgh. "Gen. LaFayette had met William and Mary Adancourt 
many years earlier, and for this reason he brought with him the gift he presented to Mary Adancourt at the reception in 
Lansingburgh. This gift consisted of two small engravings of the General and his wife." (LaFayette’s Visit to Lansingburgh 
by Francis D. Broderick). These portraits of Lafayette and his wife are also in the collections of the Rensselaer County 
Historical Society in Troy NY.

Mary died on 28 Oct 1834 at Lansingburgh and is buried at Lansingburgh Village Cemetery as is her husband 
William, though their stones are no longer there or visible.
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The following pages contain:
 
• census records of William and Mary and family: 1790 to 1810 (pg. 3)
• William’s advertisements in the Newport Mercury newspaper for his “French School” from 1791 to 1794 (pg. 4)
• the 1788 marriage notice of their daughter Anne Louisa in the same newspaper (pg. 5)
• an account of the 1805 robbery of their grocery store from the Otsego Herald (Cooperstown, Otsego NY) (pg. 6)
• an image of the portraits of General Lafeyette and his wife given to Mary Adancourt in 1825 (pg. 7)
• signatures of William and Mary Adancourt & Immanuel and Mary Souza (pg. 8)

Census Records
 
Census records before 1850 are unfortunately not extremely informative. The “head of household” is the only person 
named in those records, all others living in the house are grouped together by sex and age group. This makes it a little 
difficult to know if all of those listed as living in a household are actually related to the head of household or if some may 
be boarding - non-related. 
 
1790 Federal Census of Newport, Newport RI: William Adancourt: 1-2-0-4
According to the 1790 Federal census forms this accounting lists: one male over age 16; two males under age 16; zero “free 
white females” and four “all other persons”. Unknown if the forms for Rhode Island may have been slightly different, but 
the four “all other persons” is probably for the number of “free white females” in the household and not for “all other 
persons” since wife Mary and daughter Mary Geneovesa who most probably residing with him at the time - daughter Mary 
would have been about age 14 in 1790. Daughter Anne was married in 1788 and was probably residing with her husband 
Peter Aubrey in 1790 - they may be the Peter “Amboy” family listed at Newport in 1790. Their son Francis would have 
been about age 16 in 1790. He may be one of the males under age 16 in this census or he may have been in Worchester 
MA at this time - apprenticing with Isaiah Thomas. The others who may be enumerated in this census may be students of 
William’s, or perhaps merely boarding.
 
1800 Federal Census of Troy, Rensselaer NY: William Adancourt: 1-1-1-0-1/1-0-0-1-1/0-1
The 1800 census breaks down the age groups of household residents a little finer than in 1790. The census shows: one 
male under 10; one 10 to 15; one 16-25 and one 45 and up; one female under 10, one 16 to 44; and one 45 and up; one 
slave. Other than the one male and one female over age 45 the identity of any of the others in the household is unknown. 
In 1800 daughter Mary was married and living with her husband Immanuel Souza and son Francis was in Charleston SC 
where he was a merchant - he moved to Lansingburgh in 1803.
 
1810 Federal Census of Lansingburgh, Rensselaer NY: William Adancourt: 0-0-0-0-1/0-0-0-0-1
In 1810 one male over age 45 and one female over age 45.
 
William Adancourt died in 1815, Mary Adancourt in 1834. Mary resided in Lansingburgh until her death but I have not 
located her in the 1820 or 1830 census records. She doesn’t appear to be listed with her son Francis in those records and I 
cannot find census records of her daughter Mary (Adancourt) Souza those years - she had been widowed in 1806. Perhaps 
she resided with another family and as such, not being the “head of household”, she would not be findable. 
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Advertisements in the Newport Mercury newspaper (Newport RI):
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Marriage announcement of Anne Louisa Adancourt to Peter Charles Aubry in the 13 Oct 1788 issue of the 
Newport Mercury:

By “late Barrack-Master to the French Army” “past” Barrack-Master is meant of course - not deceased.

Records of this marriage from different sources (newspapers and vital records indexes) spell the surnames of Peter 
and Anne in different ways. Anne’s is spelled Adancourt, Adamount, Adamant, Alamount and Alancourt (just in 
references to this marriage!). Peter’s is spelled more consistently as Aubry, Aubrey. It is possible his name could have been 
Auboyneau and possible he and Anne are the Peter “Amboy” family listed in the 1790 census at Newport. 

The city of publication of the newspaper is unknown (might be New York NY), but a notice appeared in the 27 
Oct 1789 issue of the Daily Advertiser which probably pertains to Peter Aubrey and his father-in-law William 
Adancourt:“M. Auboyneau, an inhabitant of St. Domingo, having arrived at Rhode Island, in expectation of finding a 
person of his acquaintance, but his inquiries proving fruitless. he is under the necessity of giving notice through the 
channel of the public newspapers of this city, that he resides at the house of M. Dancourt, in Newport, Rhode Island.    
Oct 23 - 31”.

If this is Peter Aubry, son-in-law of William Adancourt (the “M.”s in the notice undoubtedly for “Monsieur”), it is 
doubly interesting that he came to Rhode Island from “St. Domingo” because William’s other son-in-law, Immanuel 
Joseph deSouza - husband of Mary Geneovesa Adancourt - also came to Rhode Island from St. Domingo. St. Domingo 
was the western portion of Hispaniola, now known as Haiti, and was a French colony until the revolts started in 1791 and 
the French withdrew in 1803.

On 2 Feb 1791 Peter Aubrey offered a $20 reward in the Newport Mercury for apprehension of the thieves and 
return of merchandise stolen from his shop in Newport. Nothing further is known about Peter or Anne (Adancourt) 
Aubrey. Newpaper notices in 1796 and 1798 list Peter and “Mrs. Ann” Aubrey as having “letters remaining in the post 
offices” in Newport and New York.
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Lansingburgh, May 28
 

VILLAINY DETECTED.
 
For some months past, a gang of unprincipled ruffians have been in the habit of committing the most daring acts of 
villainy in this village and its environs, and a number of the inhabitants have suffered very severely from the depredations 
committed on their property at night by those villains, and all attempts to discover their haunts or persons, had, until last 
Sunday night, proved fruitless. On that night however, between the hours of 11 and 12, Mr. William Adancourt, who 
keeps a grocery store in Queen Street, in this village, being in bed in a house he occupies at a little distance from his store, 
hear a noise which gave him some uneasiness. He got out of his bed, and through the window, discovered a light in a small 
room belonging to the store. Not waiting to dress himself, he immediatedly repaired to the place, and on looking in the 
store, the first object that presented itself to his sight was a man in the act of packing up several articles out of a clothes 
press which he had opened after breaking in through the window, (The villain had previously thrown several articles out 
of doors which some of the gang were about taking off, when the appearance of Mr. Adancourt alarmed them and they 
fled.) As soon as Mr. Adancourt entered the door he seized the villain inside, (who immediately put his light out) and 
called for assistance. Mr. A. being an aged man, weak and infirm, the villain knocked him down, and would have effected 
his scape, had not Mrs. Adancourt at that instant come to her husband's assistance. She seized the ruffian by the collar, 
and, by her repeated cried alarmed the neighborhood, and in about fifteen minutes several persons came to their assistance 
and secured him, after which he was carried to Mr. Souza's inn, and a number of citizens offered their services to wtch him 
until he could be put in custody of the Sheriff in the morning. Mrs. A. who had to contend some time alone with the 
villain (until her husband could recover from the blow he had received) received herself several violent blows on her head, 
and arm, and is very much bruised and mangled, as is also Mr. A.
 
- The villain says his name is Thomas Stowers, and that he came from Vergennes, in the state of Vermont. He has been 
loitering about this town about three weeks, and is decently clad. He was examined yesterday and denied the fact stated, 
but the evidence against him was so direct and clear that Mr. Adams, the magistrate, had him committed to the Geol in 
Troy, to take his trial before the court of Oyer and Terminer, which commences it session this day. It is to be hoped that 
the apprehending of this fellow will lead to a discovery of some of his accomplices.
 
June 4.
 
As we had hoped and expected, the notorious villain Thomas Stowers (who was apprehended last week in this village) had 
his trial before the Courts of Oyer and Terminer which was held at Troy last week. On his examination he made a full 
confession of his crime, and made some more important discoveries respecting some other thefts committed previous to 
his being apprehended. He also discovered some of his accomplices, one of whom, Aaron Brown, has been convicted and 
sentenced to three years imprisonment in the State Prison, at hard labor. Stowers was sentenced to hard labor in the State 
Prison, for life.
 
Six other criminals were tried and convicted at the same court and sentenced to the State Prison.
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This transcription is from the 13 Jun 1805 issue of the Otsego Herald of Cooperstown, Otsego NY and reports 
on the burglary of the Adancourt’s grocery store in Lansingburgh in 1805, and the arrests and convictions of the 
perpetrators. Newspapers as far away as Maine carried this story.



Though also scans of a photocopy from another document, below are the two portraits General Lafayette gave 
to Mary Adancourt in 1825.

These photos were in Frances D. Broderick’s “LaFayette’s Visit to Lansingburgh”. The originals are in the 
collection of the Rensselaer County Historical Society in Troy NY.
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Scott Ives

skives@comcast.net
Aug 2013

Signatures of William and Mary (Foulon) Adancourt & son-in-law Immanuel Joseph and Mary Geneovesa (Adancourt) 
Souza from a land sale agreement with Isaac and Mary (Davenport) Fowler in 1801 or 1806.


