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Lawton Benson Stearns 

b. 11 Mar 1836, Amsterdam, Montgomery NY; d. 10 Mar 1911, Union Co. OR 

Son of Asa and Ann (Paddock) Stearns 

Husband of Frances Caroline Payne 

from American Biographical History of Eminent and Self-Made Men, Michigan, Volumes I-II, 

Western Biographical Publishing Company (1878) 

 

Lowton (sic) B. Stearns of Grand Haven [Ottawa Co MI], son of Asa and Anna (Padcock) Stearns, was born 

in Amsterdam, New York, March 11, 1837. He attended, for a short time, the common schools of his native 

village; and, at the age of seventeen, was apprenticed to learn the trade of a harness-maker. He served one 

year, and became somewhat skillful. In 1855 he removed to Wisconsin. In 1859 he visited Pike's Peak; and, 

on his return, engaged in farm work in Waukesha, Wisconsin. In 1862 he enlisted in the army, and served 

until 1865, when he was mustered out. In the fall of that year, he was successfully engaged in contracting and 

building in White Water, Wisconsin. In 1873 he removed to Grand Haven, and became a member of the firm 

of Chaffe & Stearns, manufacturers of sashes, doors, blinds, etc. They carried on a profitable business. In 

1875 Mr. Stearns and his brother purchased Mr. Chaffe's interest, and the firm name was changed to Stearns 

Brothers. Under their judicious management, the business has rapidly increased, and, for fine workmanship 

and reliability, admits but little competition. March 23, 1864, Mr. Stearns was married to Frances Caroline 

Payne, daughter of one of the oldest settlers in Aztalan, Jefferson County, Wisconsin. Mr. Stearns is a 

Republican, but has never taken an active part in politics. He is a member of the society of Odd-Fellows, and 

also of the Knights of Honor. He is a man of sound judgment and strict integrity, and is highly respected by 

his associates. 

 

Notes:  

1. Lawton and family moved to Cove, Union OR sometime after this sketch was written – by 1890. 

2. The maiden name of his mother Anna was more probably Paddock and not Padcock. 

 


