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George LaGrande Stearns 

b. 22 Jan 1832, Amsterdam, Montgomery NY; d. 1911, Los Angeles CA 

Son of Asa and Ann (Paddock) Stearns 

Husband of 1) Marietta Snyder; and 2) Angeline Snyder 

from American Biographical History of Eminent and Self-Made Men, Michigan, Volumes I-II, 

Western Biographical Publishing Company (1878) 

 

George L. Stearns, manufacturer, of Grand Haven [Ottawa Co MI], was the son of Asa and Anna (Padcock) 

Stearns, and was born in Amsterdam, Montgomery County, New York, January 22, 1832. He attended school 

a short time, where he obtained a limited knowledge of the elementary branches of study. He has educated 

himself by reading and observation, and is now a man of much learning. His father was a noted mechanic, 

and owned a factory, the management of which, on account of poor health, he gave to his son, when the 

latter was but sixteen years of age. In 1853 Mr. Stearns became a contractor and builder in Montgomery and 

Schoharie counties, New York; and, in 1856, in Waukesha County, Wisconsin, where his parents had recently 

removed. In the spring of 1858, he married Miss Mary E. Snyder. In 1862 he enlisted in the 67th Illinois 

Regiment, and was honorably discharged in the same year. He immediately went to Appleton, Wisconsin, 

where he engaged in carrying on a furniture factory. Two weeks later, the building was consumed by fire; but 

he took another, and continued the business for some time. After giving up this occupation, he removed to 

Whitewater, Wisconsin, and was very successful until he again lost his property by fire. About this time, his 

wife died, leaving three sons to their father's care. He then removed to Iowa, where he engaged in canvassing. 

In 1868 he married the sister of his former wife, at Cedar Falls, Black Hawk County, Iowa. During the next 

four years, he had continual struggles with fortune, through which he preserved the strictest integrity. In the 

spring of 1874, he removed to Grand Haven, Michigan, and entered into business with the firm of Chaffe & 

Stearns. Soon after, Mr. Chaffe sold his interest, and the firm became Stearns Brothers, sash, door, and blind 

manufacturers. In politics, Mr. Stearns is a Republican. His religious views are liberal, and are the result of 

deep thought and earnest inquiry. He is a member of the order of Odd-Fellows and of the Masonic 

Fraternity, and lives consistently in accordance with their exemplary precepts. He is of a genial nature, and has 

an inexhaustible fund of wit. He is a thorough, reliable, business man; working with energy and zeal, and has 

the respect of the entire community. 

 

Notes:  

1. George and family moved to Los Angeles CA sometime after this sketch was written – by 1900. 

2. The maiden name of his mother Anna was more probably Paddock and not Padcock. 

 


