
Mary (Foulon) Adancourt,
Wife of William Adancourt

of France, Newport RI
& Lansingburgh NY

Miniature portraits of William and Mary Adancourt, oil on ivory in a gold two-faced locket, at 
the Rensselaer County Historical Society in Troy NY. Photos, though presented here as scans of 
a photocopy of another document, are from Frances D. Broderick, Town Historian of 
Lansingburgh NY.

Mary, the wife of William Adancourt - Barracks-Master of the French Army at Newport RI during the American 
Revolution - is identified as Maria Fowler, daughter of Isaac and Mary (___) Fowler and granddaughter of Joseph and 
Hannah (Guion) Fowler of Westchester Co NY in History of the Fowlers by Christine Fowler (1950). While I can’t state 
categorically that this is incorrect - as I don’t know the sources of that information in the Fowler genealogy - there are 
reasons to think it possibly incorrect.

The will of William Adancourt gives his wife’s name as Mary “Foulon” (looks like), though some abstracts/ 
transcriptions of the will online have it as “Foulow” and possibly as “Fouler” -  the last letter of the name, as you may guess, 
a little difficult to make out on the handwritten will. It’s possible that it says “Fouler” and was William’s spelling of 
“Fowler” (or somebody else’s spelling of it if the will was written for William). Of the names Foulon and Foulow, Foulon 
appears to be a French surname - and from Belgium - though possibly not very common. The surname Foulow I found 
very few instances of when searching for it at Ancestry.com. Most of the time I found it listed in a census index, but 
“Foulon” written after it in the index as a possible alternate spelling.

Mary died in Lansingburgh, Rensselaer NY on 28 Oct 1834 at the age of 94 which means she was born about 1740. 
The Fowler genealogy lists Mary as “Maria”, b. ???, “prob. Yorktown” (Westchester Co NY), “m. William Adancourt”, and 
as the fifth child of Isaac and Mary Fowler, though unknown whether the book was attempting to place their children in 
birth order (it lists four sons: Gilbert, Stephen, Ammon and Isaac ( Jr) and then Maria). The birth dates for none of the 
five children is listed (that I recall, and I don’t have the book unfortunately). Stephen Fowler, brother of Maria Fowler, 
died in 1817 at Brunswick, Rensselaer NY at age 32 and is buried at Oakwood Cemetery in Troy NY. At age 32 in 1817 
he was born about 1785 - so was 45 years younger than Mary Adancourt. A child born to Isaac and Mary (___) Fowler 
about 1740 and another child born about 1785 doesn’t seem very likely.

Stephen Fowler’s wife was Elizabeth “Betsy” Gardner who died in 1868 and is also buried at Oakwood Cemetery in 
Troy. A database at the Rensselaer Co. NY USGenWeb site called “Oakwood Cemetery, Troy NY, 1851-1872 
Interments” (author unknown) shows Elizabeth born about 1790, of Pownal, Bennington VT, daughter of Abraham and 
Mehetake (___) Gardner, and died about 11 Oct 1868 of Troy, Rensselaer NY (buried on 11 Oct 1868). Stephen and 
Elizabeth had three children. Death information of their son Abraham G. Fowler (b. 13 Apr 1811 Brunswick, Rensselaer 
NY; d. 20 Jan 1897 Pownal, Bennington VT) led to the possible identification of Isaac Fowler’s wife Mary, whose maiden 
name is not given in the Fowler genealogy, as a “Davenport”.

“Vermont Deaths and Burials, 1871-1965” (FamilySearch.org) lists Abraham G. Fowler’s parents as Isaac and ___ 
(Davenport) Fowler - first name of Isaac’s wife not given in this instance. “Abstracts of Wills of Rensselaer County, New 
York : in the Office of the Surrogate at Troy, New York, 1791-1850”, page I-53, lists the will of Richardson Davenport of 
Troy NY. The second line of this abstract lists "Dau. Mary Fowler, wife of Isaac". Isaac is named as an executor of the will, 
and Ammon Fowler is listed as a witness (Ammon was a son of Isaac and Mary). The will is dated 19 Dec 1805, probated 
25 Oct 1808 (Vol. 3, p. 122). Though certainly not primary sources, a number of family tree files at Ancestry.com (all 
unsourced) show Richardson Davenport born 1732 at Phillipsburg, Dutchess NY and died 1808 (which matches the year 
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his will was probated), son of Samuel and Elsie (___) Davenport. Some of those family tree files show daughter Mary 
Davenport born “1759”, married Isaac Fowler born “1757”.

 Isaac and Mary (Davenport) Fowler may have had a daughter named Maria but she is not Mary Adancourt. That 
was made seemingly impossible by the difference in years between Mary Adancourt born about 1740 and Stephen Fowler 
born about 1785 - a 45 year difference - and definitely impossible if her parents weren’t themselves born until after after 
1740. To have been father to Mary Adancourt Isaac would have had to have been born about or by 1720. William and 
Mary Adancourt were familiar with Isaac and Mary Fowler though. Isaac and Mary purchased 100 acres of land in the 
“town of Troy” from William and Mary Adancourt in 1801.

Frances D. Broderick, Town Historian of Lansingburgh NY (with whom I had some correspondence and who I 
had the pleasure of meeting on a trip my wife and I made out to Montgomery and Rensselaer Counties NY in 1997), was 
the first to point out this probability that the Fowler genealogy was in error. She didn’t rule out that Mary Adancourt 
couldn’t have been a Fowler and wasn’t related to Isaac Fowler, but “if” she was a Fowler the “book had her in the wrong 
generation”. Looking at it from that angle I started looking into the possibility that Mary may have been the daughter of 
Joseph and Hannah (Guion) Fowler and a sister of Isaac instead.

Unfortunately no evidence of that has turned up. Joseph Fowler was born 30 Oct 1701 at Eastchester, Westchester 
NY and died before 3 Sep 1784 (date his will was proved). I have no dates for his wife Hannah Guion, only that the 
Fowler genealogy notes she was a daughter of Amon Guion of New Rochelle (Westchester Co NY). The Fowler 
genealogy lists ten children for Joseph and Hannah, a couple with birth years listed, and the order of children in the book 
seems to follow the order they are named in Joseph’s will. The children listed are:

1. Ann Fowler m. Nathaniel Merritt and died 23 Nov 1780
2. Joseph Fowler born 14 Jun 1729, died 27 Apr 1793, married Hannah Owens
3. Stephen Fowler born 4 Dec 1733, died 29 Mar 1782, married Hannah Fowler
4. Ammon Fowler born abt. 1736, died 10 May 1809, married Mary Weedon
5. Susanna Fowler b. ???, d. ???, married William Hunt
6. Jean Fowler b. ???, d. ???, never married
7. Charity Fowler b. ???, d. ???, married a Carpenter
8. Isaac Fowler b. ???, d. ???, married Mary ___ (Davenport)
9. Henry Fowler b. 28 Mar 1756, died 2 Feb 1843, married Elizabeth Morehouse

10. James Fowler b. 1758, d. bef. 1803, married Rachel Hart

Several in this family were Loyalists during the Revolution. Nathaniel Merritt, husband of Ann Fowler, was a 
Captain in the British Army. Stephen was tried and convicted of “adhering to the Enemy” in 1781 and his land was sold as 
forfeit. Susanna and her husband William Hunt were Loyalists. Sons Henry and James went to Hampton, New Brunswick 
CAN. Son Isaac served the American side in the Third (or  Fourth?) Cortlandt Manor Regiment of Westchester County 
under Col. Drake.

The will of Joseph Fowler was written in December 1773 (proved 3 or 13 Sep 1784) and all the above children 
were named in it (daughter Ann died in 1780, son Stephen in 1782, but both were still living when the will was written). 
No daughter named Mary is listed in the will. He appointed sons Joseph, Stephen and Ammon “executors” and called sons 
Henry and James his “youngest sons”. It can be gathered from this that the three “executors” were the oldest sons, which 
would seem to mean that  Isaac was born after 1736; and Henry and James as “youngest sons” would mean Isaac was born 
before 1756. Isaac therefore could not have been the father of Mary Adancourt (administration of the will was granted to 
sons Joseph and Ammon (as son Stephen died in 1782)).

Not being named in Joseph Fowler’s will doesn’t mean Mary absolutely couldn’t have been his daughter though. 
Mary was probably living in France in 1773 - her daughter Anne Louisa Adancourt was old enough to marry in 1788 so 
was probably born by 1773. If a daughter of Joseph and Hannah, Mary may not have been mentioned in the will because 
there wouldn’t be much point in leaving a bequest to someone who could probably never receive it (it’s not like Joseph 
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could have foreseen there’d be a Revolution and that Mary and husband William Adancourt would be coming (back) to 
America with the French army after he made his will). Another possibility, if Mary was a daughter of Joseph, is that 
father/daughter could have been estranged for some reason - i.e. “disowned” - and she wasn’t named in the will for that 
reason. The birth years for the four children apparently born between Ammon about 1736 and Henry in 1756 are not 
listed in the Fowler genealogy. Daughter Susanna married William Hunt in 1761, so if at least age 15 when she married 
she would have been born by 1746. There is certainly room  in that 20 year span between 1736 and 1756 for a fifth child 
to have been born but it’s not something we can know from Joseph’s will. Unknown when his wife Hannah (Guion) 
Fowler died and a will for her hasn’t been located - to see if it might name another daughter (perhaps named Mary). 

Things that are unknowable. If a daughter of Joseph and Hannah she (Mary) would have been born in Westchester 
Co NY. How did she meet William Adancourt, who was French? Was he in NY previous to 1773 or so? - they met, 
possibly married, and she went to France with him? Or if they met in France how did Mary come to be in France? 

Hannah (Guion) Fowler was a daughter of Ammon Guion of New Rochelle, Westchester NY according to the 
Fowler genealogy. My details on the Guion families in Westchester Co is a little sketchy but Ammon was either the son or 
grandson of Louis Guion Sr. who emigrated with his family to NY in 1687 - and if not the son of Louis Guion Sr. he was 
the son of Louis Guion Jr.. The 1731 will of Louis Guion Jr. of Eastchester, Westchester NY was witnessed by Joseph 
Fowler.  Joseph and Hannah did name a son Ammon, and their son Isaac also named a son Ammon, so I am not disputing 
that Hannah was Ammon Guion’s daughter, I just don’t know the specifics (like when Hannah was born and when she 
married Joseph Fowler). The Guions emigrated to New Rochelle, Westchester NY from La Rochelle in France to escape 
the religious persecution of Huguenots - French Protestants - at that time. This means that if Mary Adancourt was a 
daughter of Joseph and Hannah (Guion) Fowler she had a French ancestry. Unknown how well-to-do Joseph Fowler may 
have been but perhaps Mary had gone to France for schooling or a variety of other reasons? Met William Adancourt and 
stayed? The fact that there are things we’ll probably never know is the most frustrating part of studying family history (but 
you get used to it).

While it can be pretty fairly stated that Mary Adancourt was NOT the daughter of Isaac and Mary (Davenport) 
Fowler, there is no proof that she may have been a daughter of Joseph and Hannah (Guion) Fowler - that the Fowler 
genealogy had her in the wrong generation. There’s nothing I’ve found which says it’s impossible she was their daughter but 
there’s no proof that she was their daughter either.

The Fowler genealogy takes Isaac and Mary Fowler’s daughter Maria’s ancestry back in an unbroken line to 
Reginaldus le Fowler who was living in 1249 at Shryvenham, Berkshire ENG and died in 1301. It’s an interesting 
genealogy to look at, with direct connections to English royalty and nobility, but the evidence is that Mary wasn’t a 
daughter of Isaac and Mary (Davenport) Fowler, and no other proof that she was related to the Fowler families of 
Westchester Co NY has been found (by me). Without further proof we can only state that:

Mary, maiden name possibly Foulon, was born about 1740, probably in France; died 28 Oct 1834 at Lansingburgh, 
Rensselaer NY; buried 31 Oct 1834 at Lansingburgh Village Cemetery with husband William Adancourt (though their 
tombstones no longer there or visible). Her parents are unknown.
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