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William Ives 

b. 14 Feb 1843, Hartland, Niagara NY; d. 2 Feb 1923, Clinton Co. MI 

Son of Warren and Marietta (Brunson) Ives 

Husband of Cynthia A. Fitz 

from: Past and present of Clinton County, Michigan by Judge S.B. Daboll (pages 306-307) 

William Ives, one of the successful agriculturists of Olive township whose farm of two hundred acres on 

section 36 gives every evidence of careful management and practical methods, has been a resident of Clinton 

county since 1854 and in the half century which has since come and gone he has so lived as to enjoy in 

unqualified measure the respect and the confidence of his fellowmen. He is a native of Niagara county, New 

York, born February 14, 1843, his parents being Warren and Marietta (Bronson) Ives. The father was born in 

Cayuga county, New York, in 1802 and was a son of Squire Ives, a native of Ireland, who on crossing the 

Atlantic to America became one of the early settlers of Niagara county [1]. Warren Ives was reared in the 

county of his nativity and was there married to Marietta Bronson, whose birth occurred in Niagara county 

and who was a daughter of Samuel Bronson [2]. In the year 1845 Mr. and Mrs. Ives removed westward to 

Michigan [3], settling in Oakland county, where they remained for nine years and then in 1854 came to 

Clinton county, the father purchasing the farm upon which William Ives now resides. He worked hard and 

perseveringly in order to cut down the trees, clear the land and transform the place into productive fields, but 

his labors were at length rewarded by good crops, and he continued to profitably conduct his farm until his 

death, which occurred in 1867 [4]. His wife survived him for twenty years, passing away in 1887 [5]. In their 

family were eleven children of whom two sons and three daughters are living, the brother of William Ives 

being Washington Ives, a resident of Benton Harbor, Michigan. The sisters are: Mrs. Melvina Debor, of 

Laingsburg, Michigan [6]; Sarah Ann, the wife of Wells Aldridge, of Washington; and Mary J., the wife of 

William Webb, of St. Johns. 

 William Ives was reared upon the home farm and helped improve the fields and carry on the work of 

the place until in early manhood he purchased his father’s interests and cared for his parents in their declining 

years. He has built a large brick residence, has put in a windpump, has added the latest improved machinery 

and in fact carries on his farm work in such a manner that his labors are attended with a high measure of 

success. He has also built a tenant house that is occupied by his son. In connection with the tilling of the soil 

he is engaged in raising good grades of cattle and horses but makes a specialty of Shropshire sheep. 

 In September, 1866, Mr. Ives was united in marriage to Miss Cynthia A. Fitz, a native of Eaton 

county, Michigan, and a daughter of George Fitz, formerly of Niagara county, New York. They have become 

parents of four children: Myrtle, who married George Beeler and they took up their abode on her father’s 

farm, where she died about 1894 [7]; George, who died in infancy; Emerson, who is married and lives on the 

farm; and Enza L.D., who also aids in the operation of his father’s place. 

 Politically Mr. Ives is a stanch democrat but has always preferred that others should hold office, 

while he devotes his attention to his private business interests. He is well known in St. Johns and Clinton 

county as a prosperous and well-to-do farmer and for more than a half century has lived upon this place 

which is yet his home. He can remember when it was a heavily timbered region covered with the native forest 

trees but long since these have been replaced by fields of waving grain, which in connection with the rich 

pasture land makes his place one of the valuable farm properties of the county. 
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Some corrections to the biographical sketch of William Ives: 

1. The MI death record of Warren Ives, father of William, gives his parents’ names as Noah and Anna 

(____) Ives of CT – he was not the son of Squire Ives of Ireland. This biographical sketch, though 

mistaken on the name of Warren’s father, was instrumental in connecting Warren to the Noah and 

Anna (Clark) Ives who resided in Cayuga Co NY in the early 1800s, and back to William Ives who 

emigrated from London ENG in 1637 to Boston MA, and then to New Haven CT in early 1638. 

2. The maiden name of Warren’s wife Marietta was more probably Brunson and not Bronson. Her 

death record names her parents as Samuel and Elizabeth (___) Brunson. It is also more likely that 

Marietta was born in Cayuga Co NY and not Niagara Co NY. 

3. The family moved to Waterford, Oakland MI before Nov 1844 and not “in the year 1845” as 

William’s sister Mary Jane Ives was born in MI in Nov 1844. 

4. Warren Ives died 19 Oct 1869 and not in 1867. 

5. Marietta (Brunson) Ives died 20 Jun 1889 and not in 1887. 

6. William’s sister Melvina (also spelled “Malvina”) married Daniel LeBar, not a “Debor”. She was 

married previously to George Wakefield. 

7. William’s daughter Myrtle married George Buehler, not Beeler, and she died in 1891 not in 1894. It 

was her young son Earl Buehler who died in 1894. 


