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Walter Fairfield 

b. 10 Sep 1788, Pittsford, Rutland VT; d. 9 Jan 1865, Gaines, Orleans NY 

Probable son of Nathaniel Jr. and Elizabeth “Betsey” (Sheldon) Fairfield 

Husband of 1) Mary “Polly” Harwood; and 2) Asenenth (Gunsolus, Price) Winch 

from: Pioneer History of Orleans County (New York), pages 218-220 

 

"I was born in Pittsford, Vermont, September 10, 1788. I married Polly Harwood, in Pittsford, in 1809. In 
August, 1810, I bought the farm I now own, in the town of Gaines, of the Land Company, for $2.50 cents 
per acre, part of lot five, town fifteen, range two, on the Oak Orchard Road, about a mile south of the Ridge. 

In February, 1811, I moved my wife from Vermont to Gaines, and in April of that year we moved into a log 
cabin, in which James Mather was then keeping bachelor's hall, and lived with him. In June afterwards I put 
up a log house 18 by 20 feet square and covered it with bark, with split basswood logs for a floor sufficient to 
set a bed on, and then we moved in. Our nearest neighbors south following the Oak Orchard Road, were 
south of the Tonawanda Swamp. 

In August following my wife was taken sick. I could get no one to help about house, for such help was not in 
the country, and I was compelled to leave my work and attend to my wife for six weeks, during which time I 
did not take off my clothes except to change them. 

I was poor and had to work out for all I had. I came very near being homesick then, but I stood it through. 
The next winter I chopped two or three acres on my land, and in the spring burned the brush and planted it 
with corn among the logs, but squirrels and birds got the greater part of it, so we got but little corn that year. 

In the spring of 1812, some families located south of where Albion now is. Of those families I had stopping 
at my house at one time, while they were building their cabins, William McCollister, Joseph Hart, Silas 
Benton, Elijah Darrow, Frederick Holsenburgh, and John Holsenburgh, and the families of some of them. 

The war of 1812 put a stop to the settlement for a while. We were troubled some with British deserters. 

Up to 1813, our provisions were mainly fish, potatoes, and turnips, - that is among the poorer class of settlers 
like myself. Sometimes we would have hulled wheat and hulled corn. Sometimes I went to Parma or 
Rochester to mill, and when I got back my grist would not pay my expenses. 

After the war and the cold seasons, the county filled up with settlers very fast. Roads and improvements were 
made, and the land cleared up and cultivated, and the conveniences and comforts of life procured, thus 
relieving the wants of the people and supplying their needs. 

Walter Fairfield 
Gaines, 1863"  

Mr. Walter Fairfield died January 9th, 1865 

 

Notes (for the benefit of other descendants of Walter Fairfield):  

Walter is shown as “probable son” of Nathaniel and Elizabeth “Betsey” (Sheldon) Fairfield based on 

Nathaniel Jr. being the only Fairfield in Pittsford VT at the time who could be his father. There were in 

Pittsford at the time (abt. 1788) three Fairfields: Nathaniel Sr. and his two sons Samuel and Nathaniel Jr. – 
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who were half-brothers. Nathaniel Sr. would have been about 58 in 1788, his 2nd wife Zerviah (Blanchard) 

about 63. They were probably not the parents of Walter b. 1788. Son Samuel, by Nathaniel Sr.’s 1st wife 

Priscilla (Wilkins), had two sons, and thorough research by Connie Fairfield Ganz has shown those two sons 

to be named Samuel and Micaiah – no Walter. There is a published genealogy of the Fairfield family called 

John Fairfield of Wenham and His Descendants by Wynn Cohan Fairfield (1891) which lists the children 

of Nathaniel Sr. by both of his wives but stops there (as the focus of the book was to show just five 

generations of descendants) – which is a little unfortunate as the author was a descendant of Nathaniel Sr (by 

son Samuel’s son Micaiah) so he may have had more information (so it goes). About Nathaniel Jr. the book 

notes that he died at age 25 “almost certainly without issue”, and doesn’t list a marriage for him – Nathaniel 

Jr. d. 1793. But Nathaniel Jr. did marry and the 1790 census of Pittsford might show him with a son under 

age 16. 

History of the Town of Pittsford VT by A.M. Caverly (1872) shows that Nathaniel Jr. did marry, to Betsey 

Sheldon, daughter of Gideon Sheldon Sr.. Page 220 has that Samuel Jackson married “Mrs. Betsey, widow of 

Nathaniel Fairfield”. The marriage date isn’t given but it was before the War of 1812 started because Samuel 

Jackson “a short time before the war of 1812, he [Samuel Jackson] sold his real estate in Pittsford, removed to 

Canada and died in the British military service”. Nathaniel Fairfield Jr. died in 1793, Nathaniel Sr. died in 

1813. Betsey therefore wasn’t the “widow” of Nathaniel Sr.. The Sheldon Magazine: A Genealogical List 

of the Sheldons in America by Rev. Henry Olcott Sheldon (1855), though lacking much in the way of dates, 

lists Gideon Sheldon with a daughter name Elizabeth and that she moved to Canada – which she did with her 

2nd husband Samuel Jackson. Settlers of the Beekman Patent (Dutchess Co NY), Vol. 5, page 7, gives 

Elizabeth’s birth year as 1770 and names her husband as “Nathaniel Fairchild”. 

The 1790 census of Pittsford VT lists two Fairfield households: Samuel Fairfield and Nathaniel Fairfield. The 

household of Samuel is listed as: 1 male over 16, 2 males under 16 and 4 females. The household of Nathaniel 

is listed as: 1 male over 16, 1 male under 16 and 1 female. It’s possible that this is the household for Nathaniel 

Sr., but if it is where is Nathaniel Jr.? Nathaniel Jr. was 22 in 1790, not under age 16. If this is the household 

for Nathaniel Jr. where are Nathaniel Sr. and Zerviah? Unknown when Nathaniel Jr. and Betsey married, 

though if parents of Walter they married before 1788, and this census showing a Nathaniel Fairfield with a 

son under age 16 could be Nathaniel and Betsey with young son Walter. 

While I’m placing my bets that Nathaniel and Elizabeth (Sheldon) Fairfield were the parents of Walter 

Fairfield this is it as far as “proof” goes. Nathaniel Sr. probably couldn’t have been Walter’s father, Samuel 

has been ruled out as his father. That leaves Nathaniel Jr. – who did marry and quite probably had “issue”. 


