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Dexter Cushing 

b. 17Apr 1828, Deerfield, Oneida NY; d. 8 Sep 1906 Silver Creek Twp, Cass MI 

Son of James Harvey and Amy (Dewey) Cushing 

Husband of Jane Gilbert 

from: The History of Cass County by Glover (1906) 

 

Dexter Cushing was numbered among the old settlers of Cass county who aided in making it what it is today. 

His strenuous labor and progressive spirit contributed to the result that has been accomplished in the way of 

general improvement and progress. He resided on section 19, Silver Creek township. He was born in Oneida 

county, New York, near the town of Deerfield, April 17, 1828. His father, James H. Cushing, was a native of 

Massachusetts, in which state he spent his boyhood and youth. His father, Mathew Cushing, is supposed to 

have been a native of England and at all events it is known that the family was established in America in early 

colonial days. The mother of our subject bore the maiden name of Amy Dewey. She was born in 

Massachusetts and was of Scotch-English lineage. In New York she gave her hand in marriage to James H. 

Cushing and they resided for some time in Oneida county or until 1851, when they came to Michigan, making 

their way direct to Cass county. They then settled in Silver Creek township, where Mr. Cushing purchased a 

farm upon which few improvements had been made. He began the further development of this place and 

continued to carry on agricultural pursuits here with excellent success, transforming his property into a well-

developed farm, upon which he lived until called to his final rest in his seventy-fifth year. His wife was in her 

eighty-ninth year when she passed away. Their family numbered ten children, five sons and five daughters, all 

of whom reached manhood or womanhood with one exception. Three of the sons are yet living at the time 

of this writing, namely: George, who makes his home in Dowagiac; David, who is living in Silver Creek 

township; and Dexter. 

In taking up the personal history of Dexter Cushing we present to our readers the life record of one who was 

widely and favorably known in this community. He was the third son and sixth child in his father's family and 

was reared in Oneida county, New York, to the age of nine years, when his parents removed to Oswego 

county, that state, there residing until 1852, when they came to Cass county, Michigan, and Mr. Cushing of 

this review took up his abode in Silver Creek township. He was then about twenty-four years of age and he 

remained with his father, assisting him in the work of the home farm until he married and established a home 

of his own. 

It was on the 31st of January, 1856, that Mr. Cushing was united in marriage to Miss Jane Gilbert, a daughter 

of William B. and Cynthia (Sammonds) Gilbert, who came to Cass county in 1838 and were therefore among 

the early settlers. They located in Silver Creek township, establishing a home in the midst of the wilderness 

and sharing with other frontier settlers in the various hardships and trials which go to make up the life of the 

pioneer. Mrs. Cushing was born in Otsego county, New York, at the family home in the town of Springfield 

on the 23rd of September, 1835, and was therefore a little maiden of three summers when she was brought to 

Michigan by her parents. She was reared under the parental roof with a family that numbered three sons and 

three daughters and she was trained to the duties of the household, so that she was well-qualified to take 

charge of a home of her own at the time of marriage. Her education was obtained in the district schools. 

After their marriage the young couple located on a farm on section 20, Silver Creek township, their first home 
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being a little frame house eighteen by twenty-two feet. It soon won a wide reputation for its generous, cordial 

and warm-hearted hospitality and there were always visitors there. They lived in this house for about twelve 

years and during that time Mr. Cushing cleared and developed one hundred and twenty acres of land which 

was all covered with heavy timber when he took possession of that place. In the forest, however, he 

developed the fields and the sunlight soon shone down upon the plowed land and ripened the harvests. Later 

Mr. Cushing removed from his original place to the present home not far from the old homestead. He lived 

in the county for about fifty-five years altogether and always gave his time and energies to general agricultural 

pursuits. He was also engaged in the stock business, buying, selling and shipping stock for about thirty years 

and finding this a profitable source of income. At the time of his death he owned two hundred acres of land 

situated on sections 19 and 20, and the farm is a valuable and productive one, indicating in its well-improved 

appearance the careful supervision, practical methods and unfaltering energy of the owner. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cushing were born two children: William G., who is a merchant at Cushing Corners in 

this county; and Jennie, the wife of Wallace Trowbridge, a resident farmer of Silver Creek township. Mr. 

Cushing always voted with the Democracy after the organization of the party and believed that its principles 

contained the best elements of good government. He belonged to the Methodist Episcopal church of Silver 

Creek township, contributed generously to its support, took an active part in its work and did all in his power 

to advance the various church activities. He passed the seventy-eighth milestone on life's journey and his was 

a useful and active life that won for him the unqualified regard and confidence of his neighbors and friends. 

He could look back to the time when this county was largely unimproved. The uncut forests showed that the 

white man had scarecely penetrated into the interior, for only here and there was to be seen smoke rising 

from a little cabin to show that a home had been established in the midst of the wilderness. Many conditions 

of life were very crude as compared with those of the present day and much of the farm work was done by 

hand. The people depended upon what they raised for the comforts of life and much of the clothing was not 

only made at home but was spun and woven by hand. There has been a great transformation in the methods 

of farming and as the years passed by Mr. Cushing kept abreast with the progress along agricultural lines. On 

the occasion of his death the following lines appeared in one of the local papers: 

"Dexter Cushing, a pioneer of Cass county, died at his home in Silver Creek last Saturday, September 8, and 

funeral services were held Monday, conducted by Peninsular Lodge F. & A. M. of Dowagiac, of which he was 

one of the oldest members.  

"Mr. Cushing was the son of James Cushing, and was seventy-eight years of age. He was both a county and 

township pioneer, having spent almost his entire life as a tiller of the soil in Silver Creek. 

"He is survived by a wife and two children. The latter are Will Cushing, storekeeper at Cushing Corners, and 

Mrs. Wallace Trowbridge of Indian Lake. One brother, George, of Dowagiac, also survives him. Another 

brother, Dave, died last spring. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Cushing early this year celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of their wedding." 

 

 

 


